442                             INDIAN STATUTORY  COMMISSION
The number of suits instituted in village courts was 82,(H>9
and tlie number disposed of 82,409. The number instituted in
1'auchayut fourth was 18J,47'~> and that disposed of 177,907.
HeceipiH from court fees are credited to head VII. Stamps
and those from fines to the head XYII. Administration of Justice,
while the charges on account of Civil and Criminal Courts are
debited to XXIV. Administration of Justice. But these charges
include no part of the pay of District or Snhdivisional Magistrates
and their establishments* nor of that of village Magistrates nor
of such charges as pensions of retired officers. So though in 1926-
27 the receipts from court fees and from fines amounted to Hs. 160
lakhs, and the charges debited to Administration of Justice to
Rs. 96 lakhs, it would be wrong to infer that the Administration
of Justice results in a profit to the State.
There has not been any change of policy in this department as
a result of the Reforms. In the first Legislative Council formed
after the introduction of the Reforms a resolution was moved
recommending that the power to appoint District Munsifs should
be transferred from the High Court to the Government. The rea-
son urged was that the High Court was not paying due attention
to the claims of jSTon-Brahmans. The resolution was withdrawn
on a promise made by the Government to communicate it to the
High Court for consideration. The High Court, however, pointed
out that the desirability of recruiting the judicial service from all
classes of the community as far as was compatible with efficiency
had always been kept in view in appointing District Munsifs and
that it did not see any reason for any alteration in the existing
method of appointment of this class of officers. The matter was
allowed to rest there.
(5) THE JAIL DEPARTMENT.
This department deals with the organization, control and
management of prisons. Prisoners sentenced to imprisonment for
over one year are generally kept in central jails. In district jails
are ordinarily confined prisoners of the district sentenced to
imprisonment for over one month but less than a year. Persons
imprisoned for less than a month are kept in sub-jails at taluk
headquarters. There are ten central and five district jails.
Special provision is made for civil prisoners, incorrigible habitnals,
selected prisoners of education and status and juveniles (by way
of a Borstal School and Senior and Jiinior Certified Schools).
Measures are taken for the reformation of prisoners through
lectures on religion, classes for elementary education and industrial
training.
The Inspector-General of Prbon* is the administrative head.
He in an I.M.ft. officer. Tie prepares the budget and controls
expenditure.
SuperjntenJent* />/ Central r?/w7 Dhtrirt Jafh: Four are I.M.ft.
officers and the rest are otherwise recruited. In the case of non-
tatchVal Superintendents, the District Medical Officer is in medical
charge of the jail.